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The Well of Wisdom
(The Wisdom Challenge Sermon Series,  Part 2)
Proverbs 1:1-7

by Dr. Hal Seed	
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Note: Permission is granted for use and adaptation in pulpits everywhere. It is strongly suggested that you adapt this sermon to make it your own so that you can preach from your own life and heart—and guard the precious relationship of trust you have with your listeners. 


[Notes to pastors: Words in bold italics are meant to be made into slides. Underlined words are meant to be replaced with a blank in accompanying message notes. I used the Christian Standard Bible in composing this. If you prefer to preach from another translation, you may want to modify the wording of some of the points to fit the wording of your translation.]



Hello! (Good morning!/Good evening!)

INTRODUCTION
We are learning these days that wisdom is one of God’s greatest gifts. – His greatest gift is salvation in Jesus Christ and all the goes with having a relationship with Him. But when you stack up everything else you could ever want in life: a good reputation, good character, a good family, maybe some wealth and possessions and accomplishments and experiences, pretty much all of those are available and attainable if you have wisdom.

REVIEW
Last week we began with an assignment: to read a chapter of Proverbs a day. How has that gone for you? (Raise of hands of those who were able to begin reading Proverbs with me last week.)

Most of you know that it takes 21 days to build a habit. So, if you haven’t already begun for the next 21 days, I want to help you build a habit of growing in wisdom every day by reading a chapter of Proverbs a day. And for those of you who’ve already begun, you’re 1/3 of the way into a new lifestyle. Congratulations!

Billy Graham read a chapter of Proverbs every day for 70 years, and it worked out pretty well for him.

NEED
Proverbs’ promise is:
…get wisdom.
And whatever else you get, get understanding.
8 Cherish her, and she will exalt you;
if you embrace her, she will honor you.
9 She will place a garland of favor on your head;
she will give you a crown of beauty.”
Proverbs 4:7-9 (CSB)

Proverbs promise is:
Get wisdom—
how much better it is than gold!
And get understanding—
it is preferable to silver.
Proverbs 16:16 (CSB)

FORECAST
The book of Proverbs is a well of wisdom. It was written to make you wise. So this morning, I want to introduce you to the book of Proverbs. I want to give you some brain candy about it, so you understand it, and I want to introduce her to you, so you look forward to meeting with her every day.

Fair enough?

If you’re ready to do some learning today, pray this out loud after me:

Lord Jesus, speak to me. Amen!

Let’s begin our adventure in Proverbs.

Proverbs Brain Candy:
1. The book of Proverbs was written mostly by Solomon around 1,000 B.C.

Apart from Jesus Chris, Solomon was the wisest man who ever lived.

1 Kings 4 says…
29 God gave Solomon wisdom, very great insight, and understanding as vast as the sand on the seashore. 30 Solomon’s wisdom was greater than the wisdom of all the people of the East, greater than all the wisdom of Egypt. 31 He was wiser than anyone—wiser than Ethan the Ezrahite, and Heman, Calcol, and Darda, sons of Mahol. His reputation extended to all the surrounding nations.

32 Solomon spoke 3,000 proverbs, and his songs numbered 1,005. 33 He spoke about trees, from the cedar in Lebanon to the hyssop growing out of the wall. He also spoke about animals, birds, reptiles, and fish. 34 Emissaries of all peoples, sent by every king on earth who had heard of his wisdom, came to listen to Solomon’s wisdom. 1 Kings 4:29-34 (CSB)

What you might not know is,

2. The book of Proverbs is laid out like the Temple.

The Temple in Jerusalem had an outer court, where everyone could go. And an inner court, where only the Priests and Levites – the seriously spiritual people if you will – could go. And it had a Holy Place, which was further restricted to only two priests a day. And the Holy of Holies, where only the High Priest could go, once a year, and where God Himself dwelt in glory.

Solomon built that Temple, so he was very familiar with it. 

How is Proverbs built like the Temple? Well…

a. Its outer court is Proverbs 1-9.
b. Its inner court is Proverbs 10-29.
c. Its Holy Place is Proverbs 30.
d. Its Holy of Holies is Proverbs 31.

Proverbs 1-9 are Solomon’s invitation to get wisdom. Over and over again he illustrates the wonders of wisdom, the advantages of wisdom, the benefits of wisdom, and the dangers of folly. By the time you get through these 9 chapters, you will want wisdom! And you will want to stay as far away as possible for the adulterous woman and all the other things that folly brings to you door every day. And you will want to go deeper in wisdom.

Proverbs 10-29 takes you deeper. It is the inner court of wisdom. These chapters cover subject after subject in ways that will change your thinking, change your life, and make you wise.

3. Proverbs 10-29 is divided into four sections.
The inner court of the Temple had several distinct locations for expressing worship of God. These chapters have 3 distinct sections to help you learn the wisdom of God.

a. Proverbs 10:1-22:16 is “The Wisdom of Solomon” (Shlomo).

This section contains 375 proverbs on a variety of subjects from honesty and integrity to hard work and responsibility. In ancient Hebrew, there were no dedicated symbols for numbers. Like the Romans and their numerals, the Hebrews used their letters to represent numbers. Aleph was one, Beth was two, Gimel was 3, etc. Which meant that every word had a numerical value.

The number for the name “Solomon” (“Shlomo” in Hebrew) is 375. Proverbs 10:1 through 22:16 has 375 proverbs. Solomon stamped this section with his personal signature.

If you like that little piece of brain candy, here’s another one. The title of chapter 1, verse 1 is “The proverbs of Solomon, son of David, king of Israel.” If you add up the number of Solomon, David, and Israel, you get 930. The entire book of Proverbs has around 930 proverbs. This book has design to it.

b. Proverbs 22:17- 24:22 is “The Words of the Wise.” 

How do we know this? Because v. 22:17 says,
Listen closely, pay attention to the words of the wise… Proverbs 22:17a

And…
c. Proverbs 24:23-34 is “More Words of the Wise.”

How do we know that? V. 24:23 says,
These sayings also belong to the wise… Proverbs 24:23a

The section concludes with…
d. Proverbs 25-29 is Hezekiah’s Collection of Solomon’s Proverbs.

Hezekiah’s name in Hebrew can be spelled two ways. One of those ways totals the number 140, which is the exact number of Proverbs in this section.

Solomon lived around 1000 B.C., Hezekiah around 700 B.C. Apparently, in those intervening 300 years, more of Solomon’s wise sayings were collected. So Hezekiah’s men expanded the book by adding these onto the end of Proverbs.

Those four sections comprise the outer court of Proverbs.

4. Chapter 30 is “The Words of Agur.”
There were many wise men throughout history. We don’t know who Agur was. In v. 2 he shows his wisdom by admitting his ignorance. 

“I am more stupid than any other person, and I lack a human’s ability to understand.” 

He says, “I have not gained wisdom, and I have no knowledge of the Holy One.” Proverbs 30:2

The wiser a person gets, the more they realize how little they know. Agur knows enough that he knows he knows very little. – But the little he knows will make you wise!

5. Chapter 31 is “The Words of Lemuel.”

We don’t know who Lemuel was either. Some say Lemuel is a pseudonym for Solomon himself. That for some reason, Solomon used this nickname for the final chapter of the book. I think not. But what anyone thinks really doesn’t matter. This chapter contains the very words of God, no matter whose pen wrote them down.

Proverbs 31 includes one of the most iconic passages in the Bible, which is the description of the Proverbs 31 woman. The description of this woman of noble character is an acrostic poem. Hebrew has 22 letters. Each verse of the poem begins with the next letter of the alphabet. 

6. A proverb is a short, practical saying that is generally true.

But not always. Proverbs are principles, not promises. There are usually a few exceptions to a principle. If you live by the truth of the proverb, you’ll usually be doing the right thing and finding your life going well.

Proverbs are useful bits of advice designed to help you navigate life better.

The purpose of the book of Proverbs is spelled out clearly in its first 4 verses. These tell us that…

7.  Proverbs has a fourfold purpose: 

Here’s what it says:
The proverbs of Solomon son of David, king of Israel:
2 For learning wisdom and discipline;
for understanding insightful sayings;
3 for receiving prudent instruction
in righteousness, justice, and integrity;
4 for teaching shrewdness to the inexperienced,
knowledge and discretion to a young man— Proverbs 1:1-4 (CSB)

The first purpose of Proverbs is 
a. to learn wisdom and discipline. (v. 1:2a)

Wisdom is applied skill. 
Knowledge is knowing things.
Wisdom is the ability to apply knowledge in specific situations.

Discipline is the ability to recognize and do the right thing, even though you may want to do the wrong thing. A disciplined person listens to warnings and receives corrections. And therefore lives a more fruitful life.

In Romans 12:2, the Apostle Paul says,
Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may discern what is the good, pleasing, and perfect will of God.
Romans 12:2

Our “age,” our world, teaches us all kinds of things that are harmful to us. “Indulge yourself.” “Do whatever you think is right.” “My truth is my truth.” “I can do anything with anybody as long as it doesn’t anybody.”

Those are messages we absorb from ads, commercials and friends, 24 hours a day. Those messages conform our minds to think a certain way, and usually that certain way leads downhill, not uphill.

Reading Proverbs will renew your mind by filling it with wise insight from the God who created the world. Reading Proverbs is like reading the owner’s manual. It’s reading about how life works from the author of life.

REVIEW
The proverbs of Solomon son of David, king of Israel:
2 For learning wisdom and discipline;
for understanding insightful sayings… Proverbs 1:1-2 (CSB)

The first purpose of Proverbs is to enable us to learn wisdom and discipline. 

The second purpose of is 
b. to gain practical insight. (v. 1:2b)

When you have insight, you have sight to cut through confusion and deception and see things as they really are.

This is a great gift.

The author of Psalm 119 says…

99 I have more insight than all my teachers
because your decrees are my meditation.
100 I understand more than the elders
because I obey your precepts.
101 I have kept my feet from every evil path
to follow your word.
102 I have not turned from your judgments,
for you yourself have instructed me.
103 How sweet your word is to my taste—
sweeter than honey in my mouth.
Psalm 119:99-103

Studying God’s words is the killer app to life. You get wisdom, discipline, and insight, which gives you an advantage over everyone who doesn’t study God’s words. You become smarter, you avoid pitfalls, and you stay on the life’s best path. No wonder Proverbs 8:11 says that nothing you desire compares with getting, having and applying wisdom!

REVIEW
The proverbs of Solomon son of David, king of Israel:
2 For learning wisdom and discipline;
for understanding insightful sayings; 
3 for receiving prudent instruction
in righteousness, justice, and integrity;
Proverbs 1:1-3 (CSB)

The third purpose of Proverbs is
c. to receive instruction in righteousness, justice and integrity. (v. 1:3)

Most people stop learning once they finish their formal education. They stop reading and stop taking classes. But God has provided us a 31-chapter advanced course in constant improvement and successful living. All we have to do is read it, and heed it. 

Proverbs is our instruction manual to teach us what is “right,” that’s what the word “righteousness” means. It means living and doing what is right. 

Proverbs is our instruction manual in justice. Finding justice is the heartbeat of our world right now. If you want to know what true justice is, Proverbs will teach it to you.

And Proverbs is our instruction manual in integrity. Integrity is becoming a scarce commodity today, isn’t it?

“Integrity,” means “honesty.” But it means more than that. Our word “integrity” is a cousin to the word, “integrate.” To integrate means to absorb something into your system, so it becomes an essential part of that system. A person with integrity has integrated God-given values into their lives so that they live according to God’s precepts. 

“Integrity” is also related to the word, “integer.” If you remember your Middle School math, an integer is a whole number. It has no fractions. It’s whole. A whole person has integrity. They aren’t fragmented, believing one kind of thing about one kind of subject and another kind of thing about another kind of subject. They’re whole. They’re consistent. They act consistently, with a consistent set of values.

REVIEW
The proverbs of Solomon son of David, king of Israel:
2 For learning wisdom and discipline;
for understanding insightful sayings;
3 for receiving prudent instruction
in righteousness, justice, and integrity;
4 for teaching shrewdness to the inexperienced,
knowledge and discretion to a young man— Proverbs 1:1-4 (CSB)

The fourth purpose of Proverbs is 
d. to teach shrewdness and discretion to the young. (v. 1:4)

These shrewdness and discretion are about apply wisdom to your future.

The word, “shrewd,” in English usually implies something hidden or shady. It doesn’t in Hebrew. The Hebrew word for “shrewdness” is always positive.

Hebrew shrewdness is about sees challenges or difficulties that could be coming your way and knowing what to do to meet and overcome them before they arrive. Hebrew shrewdness means being able to see around corners, to read and understand people’s motives so that you can help them and avoid getting in a quagmire with them.

Proverbs will teach you that kind of shrewdness.

And it will teach you discretion. 

Discretion is ability to think about upcoming things and plan for them well. This kind of discretion enables you to develop smart plans and goals. Having such discretion is a great gift to yourself, and a great gift to everyone around you, because can help them steer towards a better future as well.

REVIEW
Solomon is saying, “This is what you will get when you read and apply what I’ve written. So, if you need wisdom, come and get it. And, if you think you’ve already got enough wisdom you should come and get it to.” The rest of this opening section of Proverbs says
5 let a wise person listen and increase learning,
and let a discerning person obtain guidance—
6 for understanding a proverb or a parable,
the words of the wise, and their riddles.

“Come and get it.” If you need wisdom, come and get wisdom. And if you have wisdom, come and get more. 

“That’s why I wrote this,” Solomon says. He finishes the section with, “And now that you’re ready to get some wisdom, let me give you the greatest wisdom of all.” Verse 7 -
7 The fear of the Lord
is the beginning of knowledge;
fools despise wisdom and discipline.

Here’s your final piece of brain candy:
8. The theme of Proverbs is “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” Proverbs 1:7; 9:10

Wisdom starts with an understanding of God. To understand and navigate our world well, you must “fear” or “stand in reverent awe,” of God. Life only makes sense if you understand that there is a loving Creator with a plan and purpose for you and for the world.

STORY
One of an ancient kings most important tasks was to serve as judge for his people. 

The Bible says that one time, Solomon was presented with a problem of two mothers who both claimed the same baby. How would he choose between them?

Let me show you the story from 1 Kings 3.

Two women who were prostitutes came to the king and stood before him. 17 One woman said, “Please, my lord, this woman and I live in the same house, and I had a baby while she was in the house. 18 On the third day after I gave birth, she also had a baby and we were alone. No one else[f] was with us in the house; just the two of us were there. 19 During the night this woman’s son died because she lay on him. 20 She got up in the middle of the night and took my son from my side while your servant was asleep. She laid him in her arms, and she put her dead son in my arms. 21 When I got up in the morning to nurse my son, I discovered he was dead. That morning, when I looked closely at him I realized that he was not the son I gave birth to.”
22 “No,” the other woman said. “My son is the living one; your son is the dead one.”
The first woman said, “No, your son is the dead one; my son is the living one.” So they argued before the king.

How do you solve a problem like that? Do you flip a coin? Interview relatives? Give the baby to one of them and ask them to pay the other a sum of money, so they both get something?

Here’s what Solomon does. He reads them both. He practices discretion. He collects insight. He’s striving for justice. He shrewdly plans to get them both to reveal their motives. So…

23 The king replied, “This woman says, ‘This is my son who is alive, and your son is dead,’ but that woman says, ‘No, your son is dead, and my son is alive.’” 24 The king continued, “Bring me a sword.” So they brought the sword to the king. 25 And the king said, “Cut the living boy in two and give half to one and half to the other.”

Imagine the silence in the court when he said that. Silence from all but one person.

26 The woman whose son was alive spoke to the king because she felt great compassion for her son. “My lord, give her the living baby,” she said, “but please don’t have him killed!”

See her motives?

But the other one said, “He will not be mine or yours. Cut him in two!”

See her motives? The king’s course is now clear.

27 The king responded, “Give the living baby to the first woman, and don’t kill him. She is his mother.” 

28 All Israel heard about the judgment the king had given, and they stood in awe of the king because they saw that God’s wisdom was in him to carry out justice.
1 Kings 3:16-28 (CSB)

Friends, if you can acquire the wisdom of Solomon, people you admire will admire you. More importantly, you’ll be able to make good decisions, and help others make good decisions. And you’ll be able to “carry out justice,” which is so needed in our day.

APPLICATION
So, your assignment, should you choose to accept it, is to read the Book of Proverbs. Last week I suggested a plan. The book of Proverbs has 31 chapters. If you will read one chapter a day, you’ll cover the entire book in most months. You might miss chapter 31 several months, or, you in the shorter months, you can double up and read two chapters on the 30th.

I, and others, have discovered that the best way to read Proverbs is to read it with a friend. Pact with a partner to read the Proverb chapter of the day, then text or email your partner and write, “This particular verse stood out to be because…” You don’t have to write more than a sentence.

Reading with a Proverbs Partner will increase the likelihood you’ll get to your reading each day. Picking out one verse will intensify your learning that day. And typing the verse to your friend will drive the principle of the proverb deepen into your mind and heart that day.

So, if you haven’t already done so, I hope you’ll enlist a Proverbs Partner today. And since today is the 14th of the month, read Proverbs 14 today and Proverbs 15 tomorrow, until you’ve read the entire 31 chapters. – Then, find a new partner and repeat the process.

Will you do this?

What chapter will you read today? (Call it out.)
And who will you partner with? 

Let’s pray.

PRAYER
Lord Jesus, thank you for the well of wisdom you have made available to us through the pen of Solomon, and Hezekiah, and Agur, and Lemuel. 

We want to be wise. We want to be disciplined. We want more insight.
We want to rise above our circumstances by discerning more, by acting in righteousness and justice, and with integrity. We want to see and plan better for what’s coming. And so, we purpose to do what you, through Solomon, have asked us to do: read and apply this treasure trove of wisdom.

Before I conclude my prayer, I want to invite anyone who has not given their life to the author of wisdom (which is Jesus) to do so just now. If you’ve never surrendered your life to Him, I invite you to do that right now. You can become a follower of His by praying this simple prayer: 

Lord Jesus, I admit I’m a sinner in need of a Savior, and I invite you to be mine. Come into my life, and live your life through me. I am committing to be your follower for the rest of my life. In Jesus’ name, Amen!

If you prayed that prayer, it will help you greatly to let someone know it. So write what you did on your Connection Card today and be sure to turn it in. And before you leave, be bold enough to tell someone in person that you became a Christian today.

In Jesus’ name, Amen!

For more resources for growing a heart of wisdom, visit wisdomchallenge.com.
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